FARNSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL




Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 27th April 2010 in the Library, Village Centre, New Hill, Farnsfield.


Present
Cllrs. KJ Clarke, R Davis, PJ Elliott (Chairman), A Farr, AD Jepson, B McDowall,  LM Selby, G Stafford 
 M Salt (Clerk) Co Cllr A Stewart

No members of the public attended

Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. R Reeves.

Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 28th April 2009 were proposed for acceptance by Cllr Jepson, seconded by Cllr Clarke and approved.

Matters arising
None

Clerk’s Report
The Clerk circulated his report and invited comments.
It was agreed that a Newsletter be published in May/June 2010 and the report included.

No other items were raised.












FARNSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL



ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
REPORT 2009-2010



Councillors


The  Councillors are:
Paul Elliott –Chairman of the Council
Karen Clarke – Chair Village Centre Committee, 
Geoff Stafford – Chairman of Recreation Grounds Committee
Roger Davis – Chair of Finance and General Purposes Committee
Bruce McDowall
Frank Reynolds
Lynda Selby – Vice Chair
Derek Jepson
Robert Reeves
Matt Hamilton 
Alison Farr



Finances
The precept for 2008-9 was ££60.000 and the draft accounts for 2009-10 show that the anticipated income and expenditure are on budget.

The precept for 20010-11 is £61,200, the increase reflecting rises in costs due to inflation and service provision an increase now added incrementally following comments from a resident at a previous Parish meeting. The increase has been kept as low as possible and any overspend will need to come from savings made throughout the year or from reserves.





Parish Plan
The Parish Plan continues to be a priority and is an item at council meetings. The web site has now been updated and contains up to date parish information. It will continue to be developed and linked to other sites providing information to residents. The address is www.farnsfield-pc.gov.uk.

Planning is becoming an issue for the future following the publication of the Newark & Sherwood District Publication Core Strategy which is currently in the consultative stage and considers the district council’s approach to the national planning requirements to increase the housing stock. Farnsfield being a principle village is earmarked for development although the proposed numbers of houses required to be built in Farnsfield changes as the consultation process continues. This could have a major impact on the village in future years if the proposals come to fruition. One to keep an eye on.

Environment
Parking on the Main Street remains a major issue..
Ad hoc visits are made to the village at relevant times and fixed penalty tickets issued to offenders, but the level of tickets issued is a disappointment considering the numbers of motorists who flagrantly disregard the law and cause inconvenience to others.
Nothing changes, parking is still a problem and enforcement appears to be non existent although we have been informed that parking attendants have visited Farnsfield on occasions.

Education
Regular activities continue to take place in the village centre organised by a range of people and the range covers history, horticulture, leisure and pastime activities. The recent recession has had an impact upon some of the activity organisers during the year but business has continued. One of the major impacts upon the Village Centre was the long and hard winter, particularly February.
Parish and other information is available via the web site, at the library, to residents who do not normally have access to a computer.

Village Development and Policing
In the past year the Parish Council has seen a further reduction in planning applications, a reduction from 36 during the previous year to 23 in this one.


The issue of policing in the village has continues as beat officers come and go. The Community Support Officers have also changed and the
Community Support Officers, (CSO’s) for Farnsfield are:

Charlotte Appleby
Liam Batey

These can be contacted on 0300 300 9999 ext. 3370


Communication
The Parish Council newsletter is issued on a regular basis and is circulated with the Newark Advertiser. We are also aware that circulation of free newspapers in the village does not cover all households, and it is published on the parish web site, for those who have access.
Additional copies are always available in the library.


Your views are important and communication is often a one way route but there has been a pleasing increase in the number of residents communicating with us via the web site.

Vandalism
This  has continued to be a problem throughout the year with children’s play areas being the prime target.

The play area at Parfitt Drive was repeatedly vandalised and the gates ripped off on two occasions. The area will be equipped with street light type lights during the summer and the area lit up with a view to prevent vandalism and it being a meeting place for some undesirable groups.


Whilst I have highlighted recent events involving parish property other incidents involving privately owned property have occurred.

Mike Salt
Clerk to the Council.
22/4/10
Contact Numbers – 
01623 882884: e-mail mail to: info@farnsfield-pc.gov.uk

The meeting closed at 7.10pm.
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