Farnsfield Facilities and Environment Committee Minute Book 2025/2026
Minutes of the meeting of the Facilities and Environment Committee held at 7.15pm on Tuesday 11" November 2025
Commenced at 7.15pm. Concluded at 8.00pm Councillors present:	John Cracknell, Lesley Healy, Joyce Shakeshaft, Rachel Parkin Other Attendees: Judith Alcock (clerk) plus 7 members of the public
2526.FE032	Chair's Opening Remarks
· The Chair welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending
· Thanked the Royal British Legion for their excellent work with the Remembrance Day Parade
· Confirmed that new signs had been put up on Parfitt Drive
· The funeral of George Rhodes had taken place and collections were for the Royal British Legion.

2526.FE033	Apologies for Absence
· None

2526.FE034	To Receive any Declarations of Discfosable Pecuniary and Other Interests appertaining to the items on the agenda
· None declared.

2526.FE035	Public Participation Session
· No comments from Members of Public ITEMS TO RECEIVE AND NOTE
2526:FE036	To approve the draft minutes of the Facilities and Environment Committee meeting from the 9“’ September 2025
· Cllr R Parkin stated there were a few errors as follows:
· FE19 - a resident stated that no action had been taken on previous year complaints and complaints from this year had also been ignored
· FC19— the Scout leader came and asked about land for a new proposed scout hut.
· FE20 —2 abstentions to approval of minutes
· FE21 — typo as F&E not F&G
· FE21 = 2"d by Cllr L Healy not Cllr C Moore ITEMS TO DISCUSS AND AGREE A COURSE OF ACTION
2526.FE037	E\ection of Vice Chair to the F&E Committee
· Cllr J Cracknell nominated Cllr J Shakeshaft
· Proposal 2"‘ by Cllr L Healy. All in favour

2526.FE038	Football Pitch & Rabbit Cuffing
· Cllr J Cracknell confirmed rabbits were considered a vermin and legally obliged to get rid of them. 2 quotes received, one form national company, one from local company. Charge from local company would be £100 per night for 4 hours work using shotgun with silencer, coming after midnight and using a spotter. He will inform the police of the dates he will be operating.
· Cllr J Cracknell proposed we use the local company, Peter Kirk, as cheaper option. Possibly need to return up to 4 times to ensure all cleared.
· 2nd Cllr J Shakeshaft. All in favour
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2526.FE039	Fire Risk Proposal Update
· Cllr J Cracknell confirmed that 7 companies had been contacted to submit a tender. 3 had replied and Cllr M Shakeshaft would be bringing the information to the Full council meeting on the 25” November.

2526.FE040  Christmas Event
· Cllr J Shakeshaft confirmed all under way. Quite a lot more stalls and a proper plan would be laid out to show where everything was on the main street. The tree had been organised and a cherry picker organised to help with the main tree.
· Cllr J Cracknell confirmed he had managed to get a licence for the tree on the Ridgeway. Lights have been ordered. Also confirmed that his son had tested all the electricity boxes on the main street and all now okay. Last done in 2010. Should be done every 5 years. Also checked Wilson's field and sorted issue with that.
· Can not do the tree on the green opposite The Lion as not been able to get crown lift sorted
· Cllr R Parkin stated Michelle Welsh (MP) has stated she will b attending for some of the event.

2526.FE041	To approve quote from Company 2 to c\ear paths through the Millennium Wood as part of the Annua\ Millenium Wood Management Plan 2525.FC59
· Cllr L Healy had approached 4 people and received 2 quotes, Both companies had visited the site. Proposal by Cllr L Healy was to accept company 2 as value for money. 2 By Cllr J Cracknell. All in favour
· Cllr L Healy will contact them for dates.

2526:FE042	Biodiversity Action P\an Update
· Cllr L Healey confirmed that clare Ward from the Nottinghamshire bat group had attended and confirmed bats were using the boxes installed but asked if the boxes could be numbered to make it easier for them to monitor which ones were used next year.
· Hedgehog Monitoring had taken place again and the information was on the website but noted that very little sightings of hedgehogs in woodlands but plenty in peoples gardens. Seen badgers, foxes etc. Will contact us if they have the funding to continue next year.
· Trees for climate change very successful and only lost 3 trees on Wilsons Field in total.
· She also expressed her thanks to all the volunteers who helped with the litter picking around the
village
· Various planters around the village also helped brighten up Farnsfield
· The council had received some posters designed by the uniform groups around dog poo, which would be looked in to by her.
2526:FE043  Formation of Focus Group re Village Amenities
· Cllr J Shakeshaft stated not easy to set up focus groups so understood that a whole village open evening was being suggested when all residents could come and look at what green spaces are around the village and how residents would like to see them developed.
· Cllr L Healey suggested this go to a Full council meeting with a possible date of January 2026 for the open evening relating to No Mow May and biodiversity.
· Cllr R Parkin suggested a questionnaire would be useful to find priorities in the village.
· This could be included in the open evening.

2526: FE044	Youth Activities

· Cllr J Shakeshaft stated an article had appeared in the Farnie with suggestions raised by the young people (aged 9— 18) including a a drop in cafe, arts club, girls social football club etc. No feedback from any residents as yet.
· Main emphasis was around the football pitch at the top of the Acres but not able to fit in full size
pitch around the village.
· Cllr R Parkin suggested this could be improved if the maintenance was increased.
· This could be added to the January open evening as well.
· Drop in cafe also important but issue with staffing and DBS checking. Scouts group have
offered to help. Plenty of detail required.

2526:FE045	Library Update
· Cllr J Cracknell confirmed Severn Trent had closed New Hill and found fat burger in pipe going
down road and new liners put in as cracks discovered.
· Also re-done man hole cover just outside the Chinese take away.
· Report with be sent to Bethany at our insurers, Zurich, and she will then notify us. There will be a claim but not sure who against at the moment. Ongoing at the minute.
· Severn Trent also found a leak on Quaker Lane.
· Standing orders suspended as request made to member of the public. Why were there 2 bus stops so close together on the main street?
· E17k allocated to update the Ridgeway some time ago. Via did this.
· MOP asked if dates of culling could be made public in case of noise but Cllr J Cracknell stated probably put a notice on the website that this was taking place but no dates. There would be no sound from the shotgun as he used a silencer.

2526:FE046	Items for inclusion in future meetings
· Consultation with residents as should have date set by then
· Fire Risk Assessment requirements
· Rabbit Culling
· Fire Risk assessment
· Library Update
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