Farnsfield Facilities and Environment Committee Minute Book 2025/2026
Minutes of the Meeting of the Facilities and Environment Committee held at 7.15pm on Tuesday 9th September 2025
Commenced at 7.15pm. Concluded at 8.15pm Councillors present:	John Cracknell, Lesley Healy, Joyce Shakeshaft, Rachel Parkin Other Attendees: Judith Alcock (clerk) plus 21 members of the public

2526.FE016	[image: ]
· Cllr J Cracknell explained that due to the resignation of Cllr M Thompson, as vice chair he was chairing the meeting
· He welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending the meeting

2526.FE017	Apologies for Absence
· None

2526.FE18	To Receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests appertaining to the items on the agenda
· None declared.

2526.FE19	Public Participation Session
· Cllr J Cracknell read out notification that a member of the public and the clerk would be recording the meeting and asked for any objections, None received
· Standing Orders were suspended excluding items 3e and f.
· Ǫuery raised about the new bunds policy and how it affected residents in the Parfitt Drive area, as this had still not been cut although it was now September, 3 months after the end of May
· Ǫuery raised about the risk assessment and potential costs involved
· Ǫuery raised about council members not declaring pecuniary and other interests at council meetings.
· Confirmation given that there would be a workshop for anyone who wanted to produce a scarecrow for the upcoming event on the 20th and 21st September 2025.
· A member of the public stated that no action had been taken on previous complaints. 
· A member of the public asked about land for a proposed new Scout hut.

ITEMS TO RECEIVE AND NOTE
2526:FE20	To approve the draft minutes of the Facilities and Environment Committee meeting from the 10th June 2025
· Proposed by Cllr J Cracknell. 2nd Cllr J Shakeshaft. Resolved, with 2 abstentions. 

ITEMS TO DISCUSS AND AGREE A COURSE OF ACTION
2526.FE21	Election of Chair to the F&E Committee
· Cllr J Shakeshaft nominated Cllr J Cracknell
· Cllr J Cracknell confirmed he was happy to accept the nomination but would need help with all the procedures
· Proposal 2nd by Cllr L Healy. All in favour

2526.FE22	Update on the Leak in the Library 
· Cllr J Cracknell confirmed there were still issues with water leakage and that Severn Trent have done several surveys around the building.
· They have discovered a blockage in the main pipe from the building down New Hill and are waiting for a date to arrange road closure so this can be repaired. Possible date for closure is the 17th November.
· Insurers have appointed a loss adjuster and are also keeping NSDC notified.

[image: ]


2526.FE23	Football Strategy Update
· Cllr J Cracknell explained that there was a serious issue with rabbits digging on the football pitch.
· Cllr R Parkin confirmed the week before the grounds man had filled in a number of holes.
· Cllr J Cracknell stated only 2 viable options for culling the rabbits [image: ] shooting or using ferrets.
· He will look into the costs and report back to the committee as soon as possible.

2526.FE24	Biodiversity Action Plan
· Cllr L Healy explained that the latest update had been put on the website and there would be further discussion around this later in the meeting in relation to the new NSDC bunds policy that that had just been received from Newark and Sherwood District Council.

2526.FE25	Village Centre Fire Report Update
· Cllr J Cracknell confirmed that he and Cllr N Green had reviewed the fire risk recommendations and 12 High risk items had been identified with 7 of these having been addressed so far.
· There could be a financial risk to the council of at least £30,000 and the necessity of having an independent consultant to advise on how to proceed.

2526:FE26	Update on the Ridgeway and Main Street Tree plus the Green Crown Tree Lift
· Cllr L Healey explained that they had not been able to meet with the contractors to discuss this issue as the tree in question but confirmed it was in the conservation area. She will advise the committee as soon as the meeting can be re-arranged

2526:FE27	NSDC Bunds Management Policy
· Cllr L Healy explained that she had finally received a Bunds Management Policy from Newark and Sherwood District Council after requesting this for the last 18 months. This was in the supporting documents and it showed how the biodiversity plan, greening strategy and legal obligations from the government were all linked together.
· Cllr R Parkin asked why this had not been supplied in the response to the member of the public about No Mow May. Cllr Healy explained that it had not been presented to the council at that time.
· Cllr L Healy asked again for volunteers as lot of work involved in watering the trees and plants around the village and she thanked the caretaker for his assistance with this.
· Member of the public asked if they would be allowed to speak as so many residents attended. Cllr J Cracknell suspended standing orders excluding items 3e and f for this to happen
· Several members of the public explained they were not happy with this being presented for approval because it was a generic policy, not a specific policy applying to Farnsfield
· Cllr J Shakeshaft explained that it could be modified to suit our requirements but that approving it would give the council something to work with.
· Concern expressed about the lack of walking around the millennium wood
· Member of the public thanked the council for all their work with biodiversity
· Issues with access and visibility due to the long grass particularly if in a small vehicle and there had been near misses reported at previous meeting regarding children
· Member of the public explained that the use of wood chippings to provide walkways through the grassed areas was not suitable as it prevented wheelchair access. Cllr L Healy stated they were advised by the contractors that this was what was required and asked if the information could be emailed in to allow the council to look into this.


2526: FE28	Mapplebeck Tree Ǫuotation
· Cllr L Healy explained she was still waiting for an update.

2526:FE2G	Opening of the Village Lock up for the Scarecrow Festival
· Volunteers were asked to help with this over the 2 days. Contact any of the councillors or the clerk if anyone would like to assist for a short period of time.

2526:FE30	Items for inclusion in future meetings
· Election of councillor to fill the vacancy on the committee
· Update on the Green crown Lift
· Mapplebeck Tree Ǫuotation
· Fire Risk assessment
· Library Update

2526.FE31	Date of the next meeting is confirmed as the 11th November 2025 at 7.15pm in the Lower Hall, Village Centre, Farnsfield
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