Christmas in Farnsfield 2026


Background information

Since 2023, the Christmas light switch on event has been held on a Friday evening, with the closure of Main Street. In previous years, the road had not been closed and the situation was dangerous. The event has included  street stalls and entertainment, culminating in the switching on of the christmas tree lights and the arrival of Santa on his tractor!   We have had music from Pleasley Brass Band, Lace City Chorus and the school and church choirs.   Last year Farnsfield Events were involved in the organisation of stalls etc. These events have been very successful, but last year's event was spoilt by the extreme weather, with some stalls almost blown away and stallholders packing up early.

 In order to avoid a potential repetition, it has been proposed that the event be held on a Sunday afternoon, probably the 29th November.  Stalls would be based in both halls of the village centre and we would also have use of the church. This would then be followed by the  christmas tree light switch on at around 5pm and would  potentially avoid the need for road closure.  

 Following on from a discussion by full council, it was suggested that the road still be closed and stalls could also be located on the street, as well as in the village centre, thus potentially allowing  businesses on Main Street to benefit from the event.  A decision has yet to be made, but it is vital that this happens by the end of June, in order to inform potential stallholders what we have on offer.

Tasks involved

In order for the event to run smoothly, input from the majority of councillors is required in one form or another.  I have attached below  a copy of last year's planning document for reference.   In the planning stages, the following jobs need to be allocated to  councillors:-
· Liaison with the White Post Farm to purchase two trees and arrange for installation
· Decoration of the trees - use of cherry picker
· Contact with potential stallholders, via social media; planning of the layout of stalls
· Potential arrangement of road closure; liaison with Chevron Traffic Management
· Liaison with local businesses to establish their input in the event
· Liaison with the Food Bank re sale of raffle tickets; renewal of licence for sale of the tickets
· Organisation of entertainment - School Choir, Lace City Chorus, Pleasley Brass Band (already provisionally booked)
· Booking of facilities - Village Centre & potentially St Michael’s church
· Request for support to Southwell Lions to act as stewards on the night.


Christmas Street Lights

Last year the village did not have christmas street lights.  This decision was based on a survey conducted via the Farnie and social media.  The majority voted not to have street lights, citing a variety of reasons.  Following on from this, there were complaints about the lack of lights.  However, there was also support for the decision not to have lights.  As an alternative the tree at the bottom of the Ridgeway had lights installed, but lights on the tree at the turning circle proved to be too difficult to install.   It was then decided by the Council at some point, that the village should have street lights and I believe we are now at the point of asking our clerk to arrange for lights to be ordered; below is a quote….

file:///Users/joyceshakeshaft/Downloads/Farnsfield%20Town%20Council%20-%20Christmas%20Lights%20-%20Gala%20Lights%20Proposal%202026.pdf

Proposal

The Council needs to decide at the full council meeting in June, what format the Christmas event should take.  Following this, there needs to be an undertaking that all councillors will help with the actual event on the day  and a smaller group takes responsibility for the tasks outlined above, in partnership with Farnsfield Events.




Proposal for Christmas 2025 - below


Farnsfield Parish Council – Proposal to proceed with a Christmas Event Friday 5th December 202

Consideration is needed for:
1.1 Christmas Tree outside the Co-op (White Post Farm £400) installation 1/12/25
1.2 Co-op donation to 1.1
1.3 Decoration and Lights for 1.1 (FPC existing lights) installation 28/11/24. A cherry picker and operator was offered last year which should be taken up 
2 Tree at Alexander Road (White Post Farm £175) installation as 1.1  Decorations and lights needed for this tree and volunteers to put it up – or pay the White Post to do so. 
3 Tree H&S barriers, Co-op (Eagle Building) 
4 Festive Lighting on the two trees at The Ridgeway-Main Street and The Green (opposite The Lion). Existing lights need to investigated and tested.  These are an alternative to the street light illuminations installed for the last 3 years following a residents poll and the costs involved.  And licenses applied for from the County Council. .
This is a lot of form filling and needs to be done well in advance. Note that tree works needs to be completed on the tree on the Green which is in a conservation area and so permission needed from NSDC first, then quotes required for the tree work.
5.1 Road Closure by Chevron Traffic Management £927+VAT quote dt020625 (2024 £910+VAT) Main Street from the Ridgeway Junction to The Green 4pm thro’ 10pm. Benchmarking in 2024 confirmed CTM as a competitive supplier and no alternatives have been sought. Village Centre Users / CTM need to be advised of the road closure and no exit from New Hill on to Main Street
5.2 Marshalling on the night by by volunteers is desirable
6 Trader Event. Participation by retailers shop keepers needs to be confirmed and their involvement in the organisation is recommended. Local crafters and stall owners should also be invited to participate and charged a listed fee donated to local Farnsfield groups and good causes 
7 Entertainment. 
7.1 White Post Farm animals. Assuming this is again on the Co-op carpark additional, better lights are required
7.2 Street choir from the Church and St Michaels School. 
7.3 Santa Claus and tractor. This is a big attraction to children and should be early in the evening with more fanfare.  The contact has been Lawrence Weaver
7.3 Raffle by Foodback with prizes organised by the same to include donation to local Farnsfield groups and good causes. FPC to fund the necessary licenses (2024 £40)
8 Promotion. Banner for side of Hamiltons, Tippings Lane. Social media advertisement should be considered this year
9. Sundry-miscellaneous funding up to £50 is recommended for sweets, volunteer refreshments etc.
10. The event is described for 5th December 2025 however alternative dates may be considered.


















